
 

UPDATE 11th of May 2020 

The Solidarity Fund has been redeployed for the month of April. 

Globally it follows the same principles as March except for some key changes – This 

document will highlight in green any changes. These can be summarised as Follows 

  

Condition Description March April 

4.a 

Qualifying 
business 
shut by 
decree 

If shut by administrative decree 
- businesses didn't need to 
show a loss of revenue of more 
than 50% - note: they still had 
to meet all other criteria 

The decree has included more 
businesses (see list in green 
below) - if at any point during 
the month of April the 
businesses were prohibited 
from opening to the public, 
they can qualify regardless on 
loss of revenue 

4.b 
Turnover 
50% 

Turnover of March 2019 vs 
March 2020 (or for businesses 
started after 1st of March 19 - 
average turnover from start to 
29th of Feb vs March 2020) 

All businesses can choose: 
either April 2019 vs April 2020 
or average monthly revenue in 
2019 vs April 2020. 
For businesses started after 1st 
of March 2019 - the same 
condition applies 

1.c Net Profit 

Net taxable profit - found on 
form 2065 of your company tax 
return - adding in all director 
remuneration for companies 
subject to Corporation tax 

-For sole traders (entreprise 
individuelle, micro, auto 
entrepreneur or SDF) - this 
amount is doubled to 120k 
euros if the spouse also 
participates as a collaborative 
spouse "Conjoint collaborateur" 
-For companies, the 60k€ net 
profit after tax, adding back all 
director remuneration, is 
assessed by shareholder 
(including participating spouses 
"collaborative spouses") 

6 
Businesses 
in difficulty 

Must not be in financial 
difficulty according to  article 2, 
§ 18, of EU Regulations (UE) n° 
651/2014  - which was very 
restrictive (no negative net 
equity as at 31/12/2019) 

This condition has ceased to 
apply to all of these except for 
companies that are in judicial 
liquidation as at 31st of 
December 2019 

 

 

 



 

COVID-19 Solidarity Fund 

This document sets out what the “fonds de solidarité” is, who qualifies, and how to access 

the aid. 

Sections include: 

1 – What is the Fonds de solidarité 

2 – Qualifying conditions 

3 – What funding is available? 

4 – How to access the aid  

6 – FAQ’s  

5 – Additional aid of 2,000 Euros 

 

1. What is the Fonds de solidarité 

One of the measures set out by the French Government in response to COVID-19 is access 

to the “Fonds de solidarité” literally: Solidarity Fund. It is aimed to help small businesses 

most impacted by COVID-19 and the devastating financial position it leaves entrepreneurs 

and business owners who have instantly lost their only source of income. 

It is in principle open to all SME’s regardless of form (includes sole traders such as micro-

entrepreneur, entreprise individuelle, SDF, as well as company structures such as SARL, SAS, 

etc.. and or Activity as long as it’s commercial (BIC, liberal but not SCI’s for example).  

The aid is split into two waves: the first one is now available, is limited to 1,500 euros and is 

paid in form of Grant (eg not repayable) and can be accessed by simple request on your 

Impots.gouv espace particulier. It has been renewed for April with a few changes. 

The second one targets the businesses in difficulty to settle the operating debts and limited 

to a further 2,000€ or 5,000€ depending on size - the conditions to qualify are the same as 

for the first wave with a few more conditions.  



 
 

2. Qualifying conditions 

There are two sets of conditions to qualify: Conditions relating to your business and those relating to the claimant 

 

 

Note: These conditions apply also to businesses that have started after February 2019 for which accounts may not have been submitted yet or 

don’t have a full year of trading. 

Criteria of how to meet conditions on Turnover (1.a) Profit (1.c) and Sales Decrease (4.b) are detailed in the full conditions set out below. 

For micro and auto-entrepreneurs you automatically meet by default the turnover 1.a and profit 1.c conditions but still need to meet all the 

qualifying conditions. 



 
 

Full Conditions relating to your business – all 6 conditions must be met 

1) The business must be a TPE under French law over their last accounting period 
(per the latest set of accounts) and meet all of the following conditions: 

a. Turnover of less than 1m€ 
i. For companies that haven’t closed an accounting period yet (new 

companies), average turnover since start of activity up until 
29/02/2020 of less than 83 33 euros 

b. Less than 10 employees 
i. Average number of persons employed during each month of the 

previous calendar year - months in which no employees are employed 
are not taken into account for the average. 

c. Annual profits of less than 60k€  
i. For companies subject to corporation tax  - profits are those before 

corporation tax – This can be found on your last liasse fiscale on form 
2065 - SD 

ii. Profit is to be augmented by any director remuneration (including any 
social contributions that offset profits) – this is particularly relevant for 
companies subject to corporation tax 

iii. For companies that haven’t yet had a set of accounts produced (new 
companies), a provisional account (on good faith) with the salary to be 
added back is prorated over a 12 months period. 

Update for April:   

-For sole traders (entreprise individuelle, micro, auto-entrepreneur or SDF) - this amount is 

doubled to 120k euros if the spouse also participates as a collaborative spouse "conjoint 

collaborateur".  Note that the collaborative spouse is a legal and social position that would 

have been declared as they pay into social security for their work in the company. A non-

declared spouse does not therefore count 

 

-For companies, the 60k€ net profit after tax, adding back all director remuneration, is 

assessed by shareholder (including participating spouses "collaborative spouses") 

As an example, if a company with 3 shareholders has taxable profits after all allowable 

deductions (including losses/cfwd), from the latest company tax return of 90k€ with 

collective director remuneration, emolument, social security paid by the company and 

deducted to taxable profits of 45k€ = 135k€ - they would not have been able to apply in 

March as the 135k€ was assessed by company and is above 60k€.  

However, for April, it is assessed by shareholder, so 135k€ / 3 = 45k€ - the company can 

apply. 

2) Residency – any form of professional business (except civil companies such as SCI) 
either via a company, sole trader (even micro) – as long as fiscally resident in 
France.  

a. To be clear, if you are a non-resident sole trader you are not entitled to the 
aid 

3) The activity must have been started before the 1st of February 2020 and not been 
under administration before the 1st of March 2020 



 
4) Can benefit if either of the following apply: 

a. The business has been shut by administrative decree at any point during 
March 2020  (list is in the annexe) – In April this extends to all those having 
been prohibited to even partly open to the public. 

b. Or has suffered more than 50% decrease in revenue in March 2020 
compared to March 2019 
In April the business owner can decide to compare the average turnover in 
2019 vs April 2020 or compare April 2019 vs April 2020 

i. If the activity started after 1st of March 2019 – it is the average 
monthly revenue up until 29/02/2020 that is compared to March 2020 

ii. An exception is allowed for companies where the director or 
entrepreneur was on sick leave, maternity leave or in leave for 
“accident de travail” during March 2019. In this case the turnover to 
consider against March 2020 is the average monthly turnover of 1st of 
April 2019 to 29th of February 2020 
 

Note on Revenue: 

i. Revenue is HT (or excluding TVA) 
ii. For all except those on BNC (liberal professions) Revenue is not to be 

confused with cash takings – it is associated income to work (either 
service or transfer of goods) effectively performed in the period – 
therefore deposits received for future services and goods are excluded 
in these calculations.  

iii. IF BNC and subject to Income tax, it is the cash receipts in the month 
that is compared 
 

5) If a company, it must not be controlled by another entity (holding more than 40% of 
the voting rights) 

a. if the company controls other companies – they must not exceed collectively 
any of the limits seen in 1 

6) The business must not be in financial difficulty as at 31st of December 2019: 
a. No outstanding fiscal or social debts – unless a payment plan has been 

agreed. 
b. If a company – net equity: (reserves + share capital) are not negative. 
In April this condition has been largely discontinued – the solidarity fund is now 

only restricted to companies in judicial liquidation as at 31st of December 2019. 

 

Conditions relating to the claimant all 3 must be met 

If the activity is carried out by an individual – or in the case of companies: the majority 

shareholder at the 1st of February: 

1. Must not have an employment of contract – this is a full time contract whether CDD 
(short-term), CDI (long-term) in France or abroad. The condition is further expanded 
that in case of sole traders (Entreprise Endividuelle, Auto entrepreneur) the person in 
question must not be in a further full time contract. For companies it is the “Dirigeant 
majoritiare” - majority shareholder director - that cannot have a full time contract 
with his business or any other. For clarity if the directors is a minority shareholder the 
company can qualify for the aid. 



 
Note: a majority shareholder is one that holds more than 50% of the voting shares of 
a company. The majority shareholding is assessed by adding in all the shares within 
the household (“foyer fiscal”). 

2. Must not be receiving any old-age pension – whether French or foreign. 
3. Must not have received IJJ (sickness pay) during March 2020 exceeding 800 euros – 

This includes work leave pay for childcare (an exceptional measure in itself due to 
school closures) the measure applies to Sick pay indemnities relevant to March. To 
know how much compensation you had for March, please log in to you Améli 
account. 

 

A claim can be made only if all the conditions are met in both business and 

claimant section and only one claim can be made per business (in the event of 

multiple directors). The funds are credited on the business account. 

Activities that have been shut by administrative decree that can benefit from the aid under 

4.a: 

 Halls and places used for conferences, audio, meetings, spectacles/shows and/or 
multiple usage except for court rooms 

 Shops and shopping centres, except for their activities of delivery and receipt of 
goods 

 Restaurant, bars and pubs, except for their activities of takeaway and or “room 
service” of restaurant and bar in hotels. 

 Dance or games halls 
 Libraries and multi-media libraries 
 Exhibition halls 
 Covered sporting establishments 
 Museums 
 Marquis and tent structures 
 Open-air establishments 

 Learning and coaching establishments, including centre de vacances (holiday villages)  
 

Markets (open air or not) whatever their purpose, are not allowed.  However, the 

government representative can, after consultation with the mayor, open for market of first 

needs such as food as long as they respect sanitary measures in force 

All sporting establishments 

Departmental or regional representatives of state (Prefectures) have the ability to further 

restrict activities not indicated above. 

Note: 

In the case of a company which meets all the company conditions but where there is more 

than one director and not all of these meet the claimant conditions – we see no text as of 

today (6th of April) disallowing the qualifying director in submitting an application on behalf 

of the company. Further instructions are expected. 

 



 

3. What funding is available? 

For businesses that fall under - 4.a - business has been shut by administrative 

decree at any point during March 2020. 

The aid compensates the effective loss of revenue in the comparative period limited to 

1,500 euros. 

Example: If you are a micro-entrepreneur and started your activity in September 2019, you 

calculated along the rule prescribed for new businesses (monthly average) and your turnover  

 

between 1st of September 2019 and February 2020 is of 10k€ HT = an average monthly 

turnover of 1 666€. 

Scenario 1: your turnover in March 2020 is 100€ - you have therefore had a loss of revenue 

of 1,555€ (1 666 – 100) – you can benefit from an aid of 1,500€. 

Scenario 2: your March 2020 turnover is 1,200€ - You can benefit from aid of 466€ (1666 -

1200). 

Reminder: the method of calculation for businesses in existence before February 2020 is 

comparing March 2019 to March 2020 

For all other businesses that qualify under 4.b  

The aid compensates the effective loss of revenue in the comparative period limited to 

1,500 euros. 

In the example above – under scenario 1, the loss of revenue is more than 50% and the aid 

would be 1 500 euros. 

In scenario 2, the loss of turnover is not more than 50%, therefore the company does not 

meet the qualifying criteria and no aid is available. 

Scenario 3: Your March 2020 turnover is 700€ – your turnover is less than 50% of the 

monthly average = qualifying company but the aid is limited to 1666 – 700 = 966€ 

 

4. How to access the aid 

To request the grant, you must go to the French Government tax site and apply via your 

personal online account (Espace Particulier): https://cfspart.impots.gouv.fr/auth before 

the 30th of April 2020. 

NB: If you are unsure about your login information – see Section 5 under FAQ’s “how to 

access Impots.gouv Particuler” 

Once you are logged in: 

Click on “Messagerie sécurisée” 

https://cfspart.impots.gouv.fr/auth


 

 

 

 

Drop down “Ecrire” and select “Je demande l’aide aux entreprises fragilisées par l’épidémie 

Covid-19 » 

  

 

 

Once you are in – you must in descending order: 



 
1. Tick the box to certify you meet all the qualifying criteria 
2. Number of salaried staff (see 2.b above to work this out) 
3. Personal Details including: 

a. Surname 
b. Name 
c. Your role (select Gérant) 
d. Telephone 
e. Email 1 
f. Secondary email (suggest you inscribe the email address of your main point of 

contact at SAREG, so we can keep track of how has requested this help) 
 

 

You are then directed to company information: 

 



 
SIRET: you can find this on the K-BIS – the SIREN is 9 digits and the NIC relates to the 

establishment and is usually 5 digits.  Do reach out to your main point of contact at Sareg to 

provide this, if necessary 

Raison Sociale: Name of the business 

Region: select the region in which the business is registered or its head office 

Sélectionner la période: Currently only one option.  

 

 
 

The resulting drop down then lets you select if you are claiming the aid either:  

 

a) The company was shut by administrative decree “votre entreprise a du fermer suite à 

l’interdiction d’accueil au public…” or  

b) if you are qualifying through a loss of turnover “votre entreprise a subi une perte de chiffre 

d’affaires … It may still say 70% - which was the original amount – the loss of turnover has 

been changed and acted by decree on Friday 3rd April to 50%  

 

In box 1 – inscribe the comparative turnover – so for companies or activities started before 

February 2019 – this is March 2019 turnover. If the company was created after or the 

entrepreneur or gérant was on sick leave, maternity leave or leave for “accident du travail” in 

March 2019 – this is the average monthly turnover up until 29th February 2020  

 

In Box 2 – Actual turnover for March 2020 

 

Note on Revenue: 

i. Revenue is HT (or excluding TVA) 
ii. For all except those on BNC (liberal professions) Revenue is not to 

be confused with cash takings – it is associated income to work 
(either service or transfer of goods) effectively performed in the 
period – therefore deposits received for future services and goods 
are excluded in these calculations.  

iii. IF BNC and subject to Income tax it is the cash receipts in the month 
that is compared 

 



 
The calculations are then automatically assigned. 

You then come onto the final section: how to get paid and validation  

 

Please fill in the bank details – this must be your business account and not personal account. 

For Entreprise Individuelle or Micro and Auto Entrepreneur who may not have this, please 

use your usual business bank account. 

We have no indication that a non-French IBAN account will work but we would suggest a 

French bank account to maximise the chances of successful application: IBAN starting with 

FR 

Box certifying declaration 

Tick this box before validating. 

For the avoidance of doubt the translation is: 

“I certify on good faith that my business fulfils all the conditions required to benefit from this 

aid, and the declared information is correct and my business is up to date with its fiscal and 

social obligations as at 1st of March 2020. Article 441-G of the penal code can punish with up 

to two years in prison and a fine of 30,000 euros if intentionally declaring false information in 

order to benefit from this aid.” 

The administration will reserve the right to check any information before approving the 

claim. It may also subsequently check (even after payment). Any corrections are allowed by 

simply writing to: dgssi.cnil@dgfip.finances.gouv.fr 

5. FAQ’s 

The Government has listed an extensive FAQ  
https://www.impots.gouv.fr/portail/files/media/cabcom/covid19/fds/fonds_solidarite_faq-

05052020-9h24.pdf  

Whilst it is all in French – the FAQ’s treat a wide variety of scenarios and are updated as of 

the 5th of May. 

What if I have no access to the internet: 
Currently there is no paper version of this form 



 
How do I log in to my impots.gouv espace particulier 
By logging in to:  

https://www.impots.gouv.fr/portail/ and clicking Votre espace particulier 

 

 

You will then need your fiscal number and password: 

Fiscal Number 

You fiscal number is similar to a UTR in UK – it’s a unique number for each individual. It is a 

13 digit number 

You can normally find this on top of your pre-printed income tax declaration or taxes 

foncières or taxe d’habitation bills  - (see examples below) 

 

If you still cannot find these, you can ask your Sareg point of contact 

Password: 

Enter your password or ask your Sareg point of contact if they have created this on your 

behalf. 

What is the start date of my activity 
There are three possibilities: 

1. The date the activity was registered 
2. The date mentioned on the K-BIS 
3. The date when the 1st euro of income was received 

What happens if there are more than one gérant? 
The aid is for the business, so only one gérant can/should request the aid. 

I have more than one business can I claim on more than one? 
The aid is per business as long as they individually meet all the other criteria, yes. 



 
What is included in the sickness pay condition of 800€ 
This is any sickness pay relevant to march 2020 including arret garde enfants (leave for 

childcare) 

I have opted for the arret garde d’enfants in March can I still apply? 
This fall in the condition of sickness pay condition. If you are entitled to less than 800 euors. 

How do I know how much sickness pay I am entitles to relative to March? 
By logging in to your espace Amelie, you can now see the amounts relative to March and 

work out whether you have breached the 800 euro mark. 

I have a part time job, can I still claim? 
The current wording for exclusion is that if the claimant has a full time employment contract 

as at 1st of March 2020. Whether it is CDD (short-term) or CDI (long-term) makes no 

difference – Our current analysis is therefore that a part-time contract (less than 35 hours 

per week) does not exclude you from obtaining this aid for your business. 

How do I add back directors and remunerations and social contributions when seeing 

if I am under the profit of 60k€? 
It is net profit and adding back any remuneration found on your latest liasse fiscal section G. 

If there is more than one director, it is the collective sum that is added back and not just the 

claimant. 

 

I am a non-resident director of a French company, can I have access to the aid? 
In theory, as long as you meet all the conditions – including that of not having a work 

contract as at 1st of March or receiving a pension (foreign or French), you can apply although 

having an espace.gouv may be a practical restriction. 

The aid is really helping those that have suffered a loss in their main source of income so we 

expect this to be very limited. 

My French company is owned by the LTD company can I apply? 
No the French company is controlled and is one of the disqualifying conditions. If the 

controlling company is not French fiscal resident then it cannot access the aid. 

I have more than one business, can I apply for each of these? 
As long as they meet all the qualifying criteria, yes. 



 
Does my furnished rental activity count? 
In most cases, this is not the only source of income and gets disqualified through the 

claimants’ conditions. 

My accounts are not finalised for March/April 2020, can I submit a claim? 
Yes – the authorities are not asking for any evidence or backup – although this may be 

requested later. The only information relating to March 2020 is turnover (sales). 

Will Sareg do this for me? 
Sareg will be on hand to assist in providing any information you may require such as 

password to login. We are encouraging everyone to firstly check their qualifying conditions 

and then submit their application directly. 

Can I track the progress of my application? 
Yes, under “messagarie” on your Espace Particulier Impots.gouv you can see the status of 

your application. 

 

6. An additional flat-rate aid of € 2 000: Under the following 

conditions 

Firms will be eligible for additional aid of a flat-rate amount of 2,000 euros if, on the day of 

application, they meet the following conditions: 

 They will have received the first aid instalment of up to 1,500 euros; 

 They employed, on 1st March 2020, at least one employee on a permanent or fixed-
term contract; 

 They are unable to settle their debts due within the following 30 days; 
 Their request for a cash loan of a reasonable amount made since 1st March 2020 with 

a bank of which they were a client on that date will have been refused by the bank or 
will have remained without reply after ten days. 
 

The application for assistance will be made to the Conseil Régional of your residential 

commune no later than 31st May 2020 upon provision of the following supporting 

documents: 

 A declaration on good faith stating that the claimant meets the conditions set out in 
this Decree, and the accuracy of the information declared; 

 A brief description of their situation, accompanied by a 30-day cash flow plan, 
demonstrating the default risk 

 The amount of the loan refused, the name of the bank that refused it and the contact 
details of the contact person at that bank. 

 

This aid has been increased to up to 5,000 euros depending on the level of turnover of the 

claiming company. 

For turnover: 

 under 200k€ - limited to 2k€ 



 
 200k€< and > 600k€ limited to 3.5k€ 

 600k€< and > 1m€ limited to 5k€ 
 

 


